THE MEANING OF LEWIS

Q. Could you please let me know what is the true meaning of
a Lewis and who can be one?

A. This question, or one very like it, was dealt with in thc
summons of March, 1963 and anyone who wants a fulle-
reply will do well to consult Harry Carr’s book ¢ Mive
Freemason at work’ (pp77 and 78). Yet as more thar one of
you has recently asked the question let me sugges. 5 few
thoughts and state a few facts.

The second part of the question is the easie.t. The Boa d of
General Purposes of the United Grand L<dg< of F.ogiand has
declared that ‘A Lewis is the uninitiatea sun of a muson’ and
this interpretation has been known in thu Craf. since at least
1738. The Grand Lodge has gons ~ven fur‘hur and stated
that a son is a Lewis whether he was born Yefore his father
became a mason or not. Contrivy to wkat -ume may believe
or claim a Lewis has no prwutuy over otiaer candidates for
admission to the Craft and =o)st ente. »1 the way required of
all other applicants. The ~ is sorme evidence for there having
been a form of ‘accept ince of ~ 1wson’s child as a ‘Lewis’ by
a simple ceremony Anown as a masonic baptism and in the
masonic hall at 9'd Rivet, .wham, a special apron for such
a person can st\!! Ye seen

ok

This senz> o7 ‘attochment to masonry’ is reflected in the
operative use of L« term when it is an iron contrivance of
three ca ofully arrar.ged metal parts that can grip a bar let
into whe op of 8 carved stone, thus enabling it to be hoisted
in‘o place he Lewis thus has no significance save as an
agunct .o that which is already part of the masonic
structure.

Whether the mediaeval forms of the word - ‘lowes’ and
‘lowys’ were taken from the Norman French word meaning
‘wolf-cub’ we cannot be sure but the link in thought of an
offspring and that which holds tenaciously to its parent’s

ur is at least a possibility. The French word ‘louveteau’
?wo f-cub) was also used in the 1740s to signify the very same
idea in Freemasonry across the Channel.

Neville B. Cryer
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WHY ‘BLUE’ LODGES

. When and where did our acquire the word ‘blue’ as
they still do in some parts of the world? I should be most
interested to know.

A. I believe that you have here touched on a matter which
merits still further examination though we can learp
something from Bernard E. Jones (Freemasons’ Guide an.'
Compendium gp. 470 ff). We there learn that the clothini of
:}h;ﬁroups of is related mainly to certain colours: tne

or symbolic degrees with blue; the Royal Aich and
related orders with crimson; and the other degrees vtk green,
white or black.

Certainly the blue vault of heaven suggestca universa:'ty and
blue carried long associations of imm-achty, chastity and
fidelity, and these were at once indicalve of Al the best
characteristics of a true mason’s hesct. 2t has buen suggested
that this colour was adopted in Enga1.d from th. very earliest
days of the premier Grand Lod e >ud that che distinction of
dark blue for the Grand Lodge oldcers was due to George I
changing the old Garter Blve of ddward IX{ (which was of the
Cambridge light blue variet,? to its m-sent deeper hue so as
to distinguish it from “ht which ‘he Stuarts conferred on
their adherents in ex’ic Slue us the basic masonic colour was
thus soon establishel.

When the fac. was recogrised that blue was also the chief
religious colour of the Jews and that the High Priest had a
blue rnbr 1* is har {ly »urprising that for degrees associated
with the ‘Teraple o2 Solomon this should be the primary colour
and . lodges 12lased to that legend should bear that name.

Tho dishiaetion arose when the first signs of another masonic
step were eived. This related to the emblem of blood spilt
in om and exile, fortitude and mzmnimity. as well
as being an indication m or 'gincely gnity. It was thus
a natural colour to be ed with blue for the Mark and to
separate strongly the dress for the Holy Royal Arch. From the
1730s, especially in the colonies of America, the ‘blue de
were precise and identifiable. They led to the rank of
Mason as they do to this day.

Neville B. Cryer.



